
1

TORRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL

LICENSING MEETING

Thursday, 31 May 2018 - 10.00 am

PRESENT Councillor T Inch (Chair)
Councillors M Langmead, P Christie, C Cottle-Hunkin, 
A Eastman, R Hancock, J Himan, K James and R Wiseman

ALSO PRESENT J Hollis - Senior Solicitor
C Parkhouse - Lead Licensing Officer
M Richards - Democratic Services Officer

The Chair welcomed everybody to the meeting.

1.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

2.   MINUTES 

It was proposed by Councillor Langmead, seconded by Councillor James and –

Resolved:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 19 April 2018 be agreed and signed as a 
correct record, subject to an amendment to the list of Councillors present to include 
Councillor Himan.

(Vote: For 6, Abstentions 2)   

Matters Arising

The Lead Licensing Officer to resend his e-mail about taxi driver dress code.

Legislation Update

The Committee was advised that the maximum stake for B2 gambling machines was to 
be reduced from £100 to £2, although the effective date for implementation had not yet 
been communicated.

3.   DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

Members were reminded that declarations of interest should be made as and when the 
specific agenda item to which they related was under discussion.
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4.   AGREEMENT OF AGENDA ITEMS PART I AND II 

There were no Part II items.

5.   URGENT MATTERS OF INFORMATION TO BE BROUGHT FORWARD WITH 
THE PERMISSION OF THE CHAIR AND THE COMMITTEE 

The Chair asked Members to consider the day and timing of Licensing Committee 
meetings as these clashed with Planning site visits and PEG meetings.

Councillor Hancock joined the meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor Langmead, seconded by Councillor A Inch and – 

Resolved:

That future meetings take place on Wednesdays at 10.00 am.

(Vote: For 8, Abstentions 1)

Members agreed to the Lead Licensing Officer’s request that the meeting 
scheduled for 30 August be moved to 12 September to allow for consultations to be 
carried out.

6.   LICENSING ACT POLICY 

The Lead Licensing Officer reported that the current Statement of Licensing Policy 
was due to expire on 6 January 2019 and needed to be reviewed now in order to 
allow sufficient time for consultation, consideration of responses by the Committee, 
adoption by Full Council and publication.  

The main changes were:

Section 1.4 Torridge area information – updated.
Section 4.5 Related legislation – revision to include new 

legislation since last update.
Sections 16 and 17 Late night Levy and Early Morning Restriction 

Orders  - reduced information as not adopted.

Members asked why certain streets in Bideford Town Centre had been removed 
from the designated alcohol controlled zones (paragraph 4.5.2).  The Lead 
Licensing Officer advised that some of the changes had been put forward by the 
Community Safety Team.  He would check why the streets had been removed and 
report back.  Clarification was given regarding drinking within alcohol controlled 
zones.

The Lead Licensing Officer will also provide a definition of Greco-Roman and 
freestyle wrestling.
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It was proposed by Councillor Christie, seconded by Councillor Langmead and –

Resolved:

1. That the draft revised Statement of Policy be approved for consultation.
2. That consultation on the draft be carried out over a 12 week period and the 

responses be reported back to the Committee.

(Vote: For – unanimous)

7.   LICENSING SERVICE - ANNUAL BUSINESS REPORT 

The Lead Licensing Officer presented the Licensing Service Annual Business 
Report.  The highlights of the report were:

 Demand on the service had decreased from 905 applications in 2016/17 to 
803 in 2017/18.  This was mainly due to the introduction of 3 year taxi driver 
licenses and 5 year operator licenses. The 3 year licence period would come 
to an end in October which would see increased demand again.  Processing 
times had remained consistent.

 Revenue for the financial year was £6,283 above the profiled budget.  Taxi 
revenue had been adjusted to take account of 3 year taxi driver licenses and 
5 year operator licenses.

 The Licensing Team had undertaken 123 premises licence inspections and 
103 hackney carriage/private hire vehicle inspections during 2017/18.

 Two Licensing Sub-Committees had been held during the year.

The Chair asked whether taxi drivers were still leaving the renewal of licences to 
the last minute.  The Lead Licensing Officer responded that there had been an 
improvement. 

An update was provided on the Patch and Parrot.  The premises had been closed 
and the licence suspended as the annual fee had not been paid.  However, the 
premises remained a public house and could reopen if the annual is paid.

The report was noted. 

8.   CONSIDERATION OF THE FORWARD PLAN 

The Forward Plan was reviewed and updated.

It was noted that Plymouth City Council had introduced a dress code for taxi 
drivers.  The Lead Licensing Officer agreed to look into this and would invite 
representatives from the Taxi Driver Liaison Group to the next meeting when this 
would be discussed together with taxi rank rules.  Members discussed the safety 
issues related to access to the taxi rank and parking on double yellow lines.
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The meeting commenced at 10.00 am and closed at 10.29 am.

Chair: Date:


	Minutes

